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| variety of his occupations he had often op- | 
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| portunities of indulging in. 


But the two most remarkable changes | 
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| which I observed in him at this period were | 
regarding politics and his own health, both of | 
'which had for many years naturally engaged 
ja large share of his attention—the one from 
| inclination, the other from a long course of | 
|delicate health; he now spoke rarely upon | 
jeither. As regards politics, this was the more | 
| remarkable, occurring as it did at a moment | 
lof general excitement, in consequence of the | 
| sudden resignation of his own political friends, 
and the Duke of Wellington having been de- | 
|sired by the king to form a new administra- 
ltion. Nothing else was talked of, and every 


The following account of the last days of} body who came to see him, came full of this 


that ee re and oo man is given | one subject. For the first time in his long 
by one of his children, who attended him in| and active life he remained quiet and unex- 
icited; the little he did say was very calmly 


his last moments. I have met with few nar- 
ratives of death-bed scenes so touching and | uttered, and he spoke like one who had no 
“ beautiful, and think it well deserving of a'| more interest in the changes than that spring- 
place in “ The Friend.” jing from the love of order, justice, and the | 
| well-being of his country, which were inex- 
The week after his accident he was thought | tinguishable in his mind. 
to be recovering. He even went out to Bat-| Though he suffered constant pain, he did 
tersea Rise to dine and sleep at the house of! not look to medical assistance with much 
his much-valued friend, Sir Robert Inglis, | anxiety or hope. 
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was always welcomed with so much respect |them. Nor did he as formerly watch for the 
and affectionate kindness, by a numerous, | arrival of Dr. Darling, though he entertained 
cheerful, intelligent, and amiable family, that |a very high opinion of his skill, and felt much 
his frequent visits there during the latter} indebted to him for his unwearied attention 
years of his life were most agreeable to him. | to him during a period of many years. This 

He continued, however, notwithstanding, | struck me very much; he had always been 
very feeble and very low, but it was hoped | partial to medicine as a science, and from 
this was only the effect of his being unable | the weak state of health he had been in for 


to take solid food, and of much medicine.|many years, he had acquired a habit of| not understand it.” 


He took his airing every day—seemed to} watching his symptoms, and trying different 
occupy himself as usual in his library; and | remedies, to a degree we sometimes lamented. 
from ignorance of the cause of his illness, he | During the week preceding his last illness, 
was looked upon as convalescent. He did not |I was alone with him, as he was pronounced 
think so himself, and so very remarkable a| sufficiently recovered to admit of his family 
change took place in many of his habits, and fulfilling engagements his “illness had inter- 
even in his manner of thinking and acting | rupted. No one at this period had the slight- 
upon many subjects, that I must own neither | est conception of his real state; he appeared 
did I ever feel he was recovering, though I | more languid, but less suffering, than he had 
struggled against the conviction, which was|done for some days. We were desired to 
continually pressed upon me, that he was|urge him to go out in the carriage every 
soon to be taken from us. His nights were|day; and he was so gentle and unresisting 
very wakeful, and spent in much uneasiness | that he consented, contrary often to his own 
of body ; he became very silent and thought-| inclination, to take an airing most days. He 
ful—had his Bible frequently open before | gave up at this time going down to his library, 
him—spoke more than usual upon religious | and preferred sitting in the drawing-room with 
subjects,—perhaps it would be more correct|me; he sometimes required me to read to 
to say upon God, and his disposition towards| him, but more generally he read to himself. 
man. His mind seemed less occupied with|He did not like me to be long away from 
speculations, and more with his own personal | him, and though he talked little, he seemed 
relationship to his Creator. During this pe-| pleased to have me with him. He was often 
riod, likewise, he spoke habitually more of very thoughtful, and it was evident he was 
his family and friends, of his children and|contemplating the probability of his death. 
grandchildren, than from the nature and|Many things I did not observe so much at 





the time have since convinced me of this. 


|The character of his conversation, when he 


did speak, was most affecting; he talked of 
his own past life with so much humility and 
so much severity—seemed so little conscious 
of his great and good qualities, and so de- 
sirous that his children should profit by what 
he called his errors. His children were con- 
tinually the objects of his thoughts at this 
time, as was manifest from his frequently 
speaking of them. 

At other times he would speak of God with 
more reverence and awe than I have almost 
ever met with. His voice fell—his whole 
person seemed to bow down, as if conscious 
of a superior presence—while in a subdued, 
solemn, deeply thoughtful manner, he slowly 
expressed himself. He allowed me to read to 
him passages out of different authors, listen- 
ing so meekly and so attentively to what I 
read, as at times almost to overpower me. 


| He did not in many things agree with them ; 


and he gave his reasons so calmly and so 
clearly, that I often could not answer him, 
though I did not always feel convinced by (I 
was going to say) his arguments; but this 
would be too strong a term for the gentle, 


He took the medicines of-| humble, enquiring character of these con- 
where he always felt at home, and where he/| fered to him, but he had lost al! interest in| 


|versations, in which he seemed thinking 
aloud, and expressing the difficulties of an 
honest and deeply serious mind. I one day 
read to him the 29th chapter of Job, which 
affected him to tears. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
was very frequently the subject of his thoughts; 
he seemed often perplexed, and unable to com- 
prehend much of his history. He once said 
to me, “ It is a great mystery to me—l can- 
At another time he told 
me that, during the many sleepless nights he 
passed, the contemplation of the character of 
Jesus Christ, and thoughts concerning the 
gospel, with prayer to God, was his chief 
occupation. He spoke of the delight he had 
in dwelling upon his noble character. I have 
heard his voice falter as he repeated, “ He 
went about doing good ;” but he added, “ There 
is much connected with him I cannot under- 
stand.” I cannot attempt to give his own 
words; but his difficulty lay in the account 
given of the manner in which Jesus becomes 
the Saviour of men. 

| have already mentioned that he suffered 
much pain. One morning he told me that he 
had been praying to God to deliver him from 
his sufferings, and to permit him to die. I 
spoke of the solemnity of death, and the 
awfulness of meeting God, and that I felt we 
ought first to seek of God to be prepared by 
him to meet him. He was silent a little, and 
thoughtful, and then answered, “I thought 
we might have such perfect confidence in 
God, that we might even venture to make 
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known to him all our sufferings and all our 
wants, and that he would not be offended ; 

was in this belief | asked him to put an aa 
to my sufferings ;—with submission, however, 
I desire to ask it.” On another occasion I 
told him a friend had prayed for him; he 


seemed pleased, and said, “ the effectual fer- | 


vent prayer of a righite man availeth 
much.” I must here just observe, that the 
full force of such quotations of the Scripture 
by my father, will not be felt in a country 
where they are so common, except I further 
add, that it was no habit of his; and when- 
ever he used Scripture language as the ex- 
pression of his feelings, he did so with much 
thought and great sole ae of manner. 

On Monday, May 22% , he was finally taken 
ill. During Tuesday, W ednesday, and part 
of Thursday, our dear father knew 


ous 


those 


around him, and occasionally spoke to each} 


of us in a way that proved he did; and even 
up to 8 Saturday, the day he ceased to speak 


at all, there was a graciousness in his man. | 


ner, when his medical friends approached his 
bedside, that afiected me very much—he 
smiled so benignantly on them—did what 
they required of him so willingly, and once 
or twice expressed pleasure in seeing them, 
with such animation, and in a tone and man- 
ner so unusual with him. There was in all 
this no anxiety about himself visible; no ea- 
gerness for their help was expressed ; it was 
as his friends that he seemed glad to sce 
them. It was some mitigation of our suffer- 
ing during the succeeding days, that he ap-| 
peared to be free from pain of any kind. In- | 
deed, no word escaped him by which we 
could have learnt that any thing 
matter with him. 

At the same time that he seemed so un- 
concerned about his body, the activity of his 
mind was truly amazing. 
ideas were in confusion, he poured out his 
accurate expressions of deep thought upon 


the many subjects that had been the study of | 


his life, ‘with an energy, and in a tone ‘and 
manner, that reminded us of former years, 
and was so peculiar to him when in health 
and vigour. He had a look of deep thought- 
fulness, spoke with a powerful voice, weighed 
his words, and sometimes stopped, not satis- 
fied with a word he had used, and he did -not 
go on until he found the one which pleased 
him. He watched us as we moved about 


him, but he continued talking; and if he| 


asked a question, he waited for an answer. 
At one time he suddenly stopped and said, 


«“ What is the name of that man who writes 
None of 
us could satisfy him ; and, after repeating his 


upon decrees and upon election ?” 


question, he paused some time, and then adde d 
with a smile, * He cannot frighten me now.’ 
On Saturday a great change took place 


he became very silent, and had the appear- | 
ance of one listening ; ; the intelligence of his | 
countenance did not diminish, it only changed | 
its character ; a look of peace and dignity was | 


was the} 


Though all his} 


\the name of Jesus Christ, if his eyes were 
it | closed, he always opened them, and jooked at 
the person who had spoken. I said to him| 
at one time, “ Jesus Christ loves you;” he| 
answered slowly, and pausing between each | 
word, *“ Jesus C Siedler e—the same thing.’ 
He uttered these last words with a most swect 
jsmile. After a long silence he said, “I be- | 
lieve—.” We said, in a voice of enquiry,— 
“In God?” He answered,—* In Jesus.” 
spoke but once more after this. Upon our 
enquiry how he felt, he said he was “ happy.” 

From that time to W ednesday morning at | 
a quarter before six, when he ‘breathed his 
last, we waited upon him and watched beside 
him, but he took no more notice of us, and, 
judging by his unruffled brow, his calm, 
though increasingly serious and solemn coun- 
tenance, he willingly yielded up his spirit into 
the hands of Him whom he had proved to be | 
indeed a most faithful Creator. 


POLYPES. 
| 


(Concluded from page 58. 


| After considering all the wonderful facts 
| here stated with regard to 
|and progress of these seemingly insignificant | 
janimals, a speculative imagination may not 


/only picture to itself, with respect to any 


group of ccral islands, its conversion into one | 


vast plain, yielding forests of bread-fruit and | 
other trees, and ultimate ly sustenance to a 
| uumerous population, and a variety of animals 
subservient to their use, but taking a wider | 
range and still further enlarging its view, | 
| might behold the tropical portion of the vast 
Pacific, not only studded with these islands, 


and so large, as almost to form a kind of 


America. Indeed, at present, we know not 
how far these founders of islands may have 
been concerned in rearing a considerable | 
portion of those continents that form the old | 
world. 
every where, and though other causes may 
have contributed to their formation, yet it is 
not improbable, that at the time when our 
northern climates were inhabited by tropical 
animals, our seas also might abound in madre- 
pores, &c. which might bear their part in the 
|erection of some of our islands. 

Professor Buckland, 


extensive coral reefs. The old coral reefs | 
that existed previously to the deluge, by that 


formed into chalk ridges. This indeed seems 
‘| proved by the remains of marine animals, 





; especially sea-urchins, which from this cir- | 


cumstance the common people know by the 
name of chalk-eggs, and which, we learn from 


| 
| 
| 
j 


| ledges of some coral islands; and at the same 


mingled with it, such as I had never witnessed | per riod, it is surely no improbable supposition, 


in that dear fee before. 


Whenever a word | under the directing hand of Him who willed 


from the Scriptures was repeated to him, he| to destroy the earth by the waters of a flood, 


always manifested that he heard it; 


and I|and at the same time determined, according 
especially observed that, at every mention of} to the good pleasure of his will, the precise 


3 


He | 


* | 
the proceeding | 


but exhibiting them in such frequent clusters | 


bridge of communication between Asia and | 


Calcareous strata and ridges occur} 


in the appendix to. 
Captain Beechey’s Voyage, states that even | 
within the arctic circle there are spots that, 
can be shown to have been once the site of| 


great catastrophe, in many Cases, might be | 


Captain Beechey, abound on the submerged | 


| mode | of its renovation, that in the course of 
| the rise, prevalence, or subsidence of the 


mighty waters, which, for the principal part 
of a year, acted with irresistible force upon 
‘the earth, considerable additions might be 
made from the debris of the earth’s disrupted 
crust, to the reefs of coral that were left un- 
| subverted, and so many islands be formed or 
enlarged. 

When the Creator formed the coral ani- 
mals, what foresight, as well as power and 
wisdom did he manifest! That a minute 
pouch of animated matter, with no other or- 
gans than a few tentacles surrounding its 
mouth, should be fitted to secrete calcareous 
particles from food collected by it, to tran- 
spire or regurgitate them so as to construct 
for itself a limestone house, that it should be 
empowered perpetually to send forth germs 
that could also act the same part; and thus 
in process of time, by their combined efforts, 
build up in the midst of the fluctuating ocean, 
/not merely insignificant islets, but whole 
groups of islands, which in due time are ren- 
dered fit for the habitation of man himself, 
and do in fact become his permanent abode 
—but not only this, but should so order all 
other circumstances connected with this pro- 
cedure, as, for instance, the action of the 
waves and winds upon this nascent little 
world, that when the animal has built up to 
that point, which its nature, for it cannot ex- 
|ist when removed from the influence of its 
‘native element, enables it to attain, should 
‘take up the wonderful work and complete 
the design of the Great Creator, and give the 
| structure its due elevation and consolidation, 
| should furnish it with fountains and streams 
of water; should cover it with a soil capable 
of affording sufficient nutriment to trees and 
plants, w hich should in their turn afford food 
for some part of the animal kingdom, and 
| finally for man himself. How evidently does 
all this show the adaptation of means to an 
end. What a number of calculations must be 
made, what a number of circumstances taken 
| into consideration, what a number of contin- 
|gences provided against, what a number of 
| conflicting elements made to harmonize and 
subserve to the promotion of a common pur- 
| pose, which it is impossible could have been 
| effected but by the intervention and constant 
guidance of an unseen Being, causing all 
things so to concur, as to bring about and 
establish what he designs! And, when we 
further consider the multiplicity of aspects in 
which the subject must be viewed, in order 
to get a clear and correct idea of the co-ope- 
| ration of so many causes, seeming often at 
‘variance with each other; we may further 
‘affirm, without fear of contradiction, that the 
| whole must be the plan and the work, as the 
| primary and only intelligent cause, of a Being 
infinite in power, wisdom, and goodness. 
| There are two circumstances in the above 
account of the proceedings of these animals, 
that more particularly demonstrate Divine in- 
terposition. One is the precaution to which 
they have recourse when they build a circu- 
lar reef in the sea, that they leave an opening 
in this part for the entrance of the tide and 
its reflux, so that a constant renovation of the 
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But we may derive another use from the 
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Tiecome the sons of God, which were born 


not proceed in their operations, for want of | consideration of these plant-like animals, if | not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 


their necessary aliment. 


the sceptic endeavours to persuade us, from 


The other is, not only that they erect their|the gradual progress, observable in natural 
buildings in the form best calculated to resist objects from low to high, and from the nar- | 


the action of the ocean, but also erect break- 


row interval that often. separates those in the 


waters to strengthen the weakest points, and | same series from each other, that by the ac- 
those from which the greatest danger is to be | tion of certain physical causes, consequent 


apprehended. 
It is clear that beings so little organized, | 
with scarcely any sense or feeling, 


| upon certain established laws and a fixed or- 
|der of things, and by the stimulus of certain 


are not |appetencies in themselves, animals gradually | 


sufficient of themselves to take these precau- | changed their forms and organization, and 
tions; they must be directed and impelled by | thus, “by slow degrees, kept improving in all | 
some power acting upon them, which, fore- | respects, till at last the monkey became the | 
seeing the want, provides for it; this can be | man; if the sceptic thus attempts to pervert 
no physical power, for that is equally without | |us, we may turn round upon him, and ask | 


intelligence, and acts necessarily, but it must | him, how it was that the zoophyte, buried in | 


be the result of the will and original action | |the depths of the ocean, should imitate the | 
of Supreme Intelligence, who either so or-| plant? can a studied imitation every where | 


ganized the animal as to direct it to certain | denoting purpose and design, a 


a mighty struc- | 


acts, when placed in certain circumstances, | ture including innumerable forms and parts 


by the agency of physical powers; or by his| connected with « 


own immediate employment of these powers, 
influenced its action, as the occasion required. | 


I cannot conclude this history of the po-| physical agents, acting by the appetencies of | 


| 


ach other and formed evi- 
|dently according to a preconceived plan, be 
ithe result of the operation of blind, uaguwided 


lypes without adverting to another circum- | these organized beings ? How indeed could 
stance which proves ina very striking man- | they have any appetency to put on the ap- | 


ner the intervention of the Deity : 


forms under which we behold them, from 
peculiar circumstances, to the influence of 
which in the lapse of ages they were ex- 
posed. When we see animals, buried in the 
bosom of the ocean, symbolize the whole ve- 
getable world from the tree to the moss and 
lichens that vegetate on its trunk, and the 
agaric or other funguses that spring up be- 
neath it, we are naturally led to enquire into 
the reason of this system of representation, 
exhibited by beings that have no affinity, nor 
are even contrasted with each other by juxta- 
position. 

One of the general objects of the vegetable 
kingdom was to ornament the dry land with 
what was fair to look upon, as well as with 
what was good for food. But the depths of 
ocean, though planted with various vegeta- 
bles, seem unapt to exhibit in beauty the frail 
blossoms of the plant, which, though they can 
bear the fluctuations of their own atmosphere, 
must often be destroyed by the greater weight 
and more irresistible agitations of a denser 
element. To ornament the bosom of the 
deep, therefore, more solid forms, sending 
forth blossoms capable of sustaining the ac- 
tion of such an element, were requisite: and 
therefore God, who gifted his creature man 
with an enquiring spirit, and with an appetite 
for knowledge of the works of creation, to 
furnish him with objects for enquiry, and to 
gratify that appetite to the utmost, not only 
placed before his eyes upon the earth an in- 
numerable host of creatures, of which he 
could gain a notion by only opening his eyes 
and by observing their beauties, and expe- 
riencing their utility, might praise his Maker 
for them ; ; but also filled the deep with inha- 
bitants, and ornamented it with animals that 
appeared to vegetate and blossom like plants, 
that his curiosity being excited, he might also 
study the inhabitants of the water, and glorify 
his Maker for the creation of them also. 





and that | | pearance of a set of objects they never saw? | 
they could not have assumed the various | The thing is morally impossible. 


In fact, | 
when we survey the whole series of nntorel 
objects, and find throughout a system of repre- 


sentation, as well as a chain of affinities, it is | 


as clear as the light of day, that an infinite | 
Intelligence must first have planned, an Al- 
mighty hand then executed, and that infinite | 
Love still sustains the whole. 


For “ The Friend.” 
Scripture Testimony to the Holy Spirit, &c. 


Amid the abundance of talk and profession 
on the subject of religion which we hear in 
the present day, one is naturally led to en- 
quire why it is, that the fruits of Christianity 
are not more apparent? If to canvass doc- 
trinal niceties, to detect the slightest shades 
of departure from our standard of orthodoxy ; 


to talk of experiences and attainments; to | 
| profess the warmest attachment for the Bible | 


and its doctrines, were sufficient to constitute 
religion such as the gospel contemplates, 
surely “ righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost,” would every where abound. 
But it is important that we do not mistake 
the husk for the grain, and the shell for the 
kernel. 
fessor of the Jewish nation, “‘ Except a man 
be born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” This new birth, or regeneration, then, 
must be an essential part of that work by 
which a man is made meet for heaven and 
glory; and where the experimental knowledge 
of this, and of the new life consequent upon 
it, is wanting, the talk and profession of reli- 
gion can be no better than “sounding brass 
or a tinkling cymbal.” 

In the first chapter of John the Evangelist, 
after speaking of Christ as “ the true light 
which lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world,” he says, “ he came unto his own 
and his own received him not, but as many 
as received him to them gave he power to 





Our blessed Lord told a high pro- | 


}of the will of man; but of God ;” and Jesus 
\in the conversation with the Jewish master 
‘above allude -d to, says, “ Except a man be 
'born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
| enter the kingdom of God.” The apostle 
Peter, addressing those who had “ purified 
(their souls in obeying the truth through the 
Spirit,” says, * Being born again, not of cor- 
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth for 
ever.” The apostle John saith, “ Whosoever 
is born of God _ not sin. If ye know that 
he is righteous, ve know that every one that 
doeth righteousness is born of him.’ 

It is obvious therefore that notwithstand- 
ing all the mighty preparations which it has 
please d God in his infinite mercy to make for 
the salvation of a fallen race, in ord aining the 
patriarchal and Mosaie and 
that of John’s water baptisin to open the way 
for the coming of the Messiah—who in due 
time appeared in the flesh and died, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, 
all this amazing mercy and goodness will be 
|of no saving etlicacy to any soul without it 
|witnesses the spiritual birth—the new crea- 
tion, by the transforming and regenerating 
power of the Holy Ghost. 

If the Bible be true, this doctrine is of vast 
importance to all who wish the salvation of 
ithe soul. It is so much easier to profess faith 
in Christ than it is to submit to his govern- 
ment and bear his cross; so much easier to 
comply with the outward decencies and duties 
| of religion than to experience the new birth 
| unto righteousness ; so much easier to speak 
| well of C hrist and the gospe ‘| than to “ live 
|in the Spirit,” and “ walk in the Spirit,” that 
it is important for professing Christians often 
‘to examine the state of their minds as to this 
| essential doctrine, and try themselves by some 
lof the plain Scripture tests which have been 
mercifully preserved and transmitted to us. I 
|have therefore selected from Locke’s Com- 
monplace Book of the Scriptures, revised by 
Dodd, two or three ch apters: relating to this 
subject, and I would recommend to my readers 
| to take their Bibles and turn to each passage 
| quoted, and read it in connection with the con- 
| text. 

After descanting on the spiritual and saving 
| knowledge of God and C heist, aan the myste- 
| ries of salvation, the nineteenth chapter of the 
work opens thus: 


dispensations, 





How doth God work and effect these things in 
the hearts and spirits of believers ? 


What shall we do that we might work the works of 
God? Jesus saith unto them, This is the work of 
God, that ye believe on him whom he 
John vi. 2-, 29. 


hath sent.— 


Secr.1. By his Spirit whom he promised to them.— 


Luke xi. 13. 
He shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost, &c.—Mark 


1. & 


Jesus, &c. having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost, hath shed 
forth this which ye now see and hear.—Acts 
ii. 32, 33. 

And they came every one, &c. whom his 
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Spirit made willing, and they brought the 
Lord’s offering. —Exod. xxxv. 21. 

Thou gavest also thy good Spirit to instruct 
them.—Neh. ix. 20. 

Renew a right (or constant) spirit within 
me, &c. and take not thy Holy Spirit from 
me, &c. uphold me with thy free Spirit.—Ps. 
li. LO—12. 

Awake, O north wind, and come thou south 
wind, and blow upon my garden, &c.—Caunt. 
iv. 16. 

He that is left in Zion, and he that re- 
maineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, 
&c. when the Lord shall have washed away 
the filth of the daughter of Zion, &c. by the 
spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burn- 
ing.—Isa. iv. 3, 4. 

T will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, &c. 
and they shall spring up as among the grass, 
as willows by the watercourses.—lsa. xliv. 
3, 4. 

I will put a new spirit within you, &c. that 
they may walk in my statutes, &c.—Ezek. 
xi. 19, 20. 

I will put my Spirit within you, and cause 
you to walk in my statutes.—Ezek. xxxvi. 
27. 

And ye shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I have opened your graves, &c. and 
shall put my Spirit in you. —Ezek. XXXVii. 
13, 14. 

Neither wiil I hide my face any more from 
them: for I have poured out my Spirit upon 
the house of Israel, saith the Lord.—Ezek. 
XXxix. 29. 

Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord, &c. crying, Grace, 
grace.—Zech. iv. 6, 7. 

{ will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh: 
and your sons and your daughters shall pro- 
phesy, &c. and also upon the servants, and 
upon the handmaids in those days will I pour 
out my Spirit.—Joel ii. 28, 29. Acts ii. 16, 
17. Luke xxiv. 49. 

[ will pour upon the house of David, &c. 
the spirit of grace, and of supplications: and 
they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, &c.—Zech. xii. 10. Eph. vi. 18. 
Jude 20. 

When they deliver you up; take no thought 
how, or what ye shall speak, &c. for it is not 
ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father 
which speaketh in you.—Matt. x. 19, 20. 
Luke xii. 12. xvii. 20, 21. 

If I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, 
then the kingdom cf God is come unto you. 
—Matt. xii. 28. 

Jesus said, The kingdom of God cometh 
not with observation (or with outward show), 
&c. Behold the kingdom of God is within 
you.—Luke xvii. 20, 21. Mark iv. 26, 27. 

Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot see the kingdom of God: 
that which is born of the flesh, is flesh: and 
that which is born of the Spirit, is spirit.— 
John iii. 5, 6. 

It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh 
profiteth nothing, &c.—John vi. 63. 2 Cor. 
lii. 6. 

He that believeth on me, out of his belly 
shall flow rivers of living water: but this 
spake he of the Spirit, which they that be- 


















lieve on him should receive.—John vii. 38, 
39. Gal. iii. 2.14. John iv. 13, 14. 

I will pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, &c. Ye 
know him, for he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you. 1 will not leave you com- 
fortless ; I will come to you. The Comforter, 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you.—John xiv. 
16—18. 26. 

But when the Comforter is come, whom I 
will send unto you from the Father, even the 
Spirit of truth, &c.—John xv. 26. i. 33. 
Acts i. 5. 

It is expedient for you that I go away: for 
if I go not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you: but if I depart, 1 will send him unto 
you: and when he is come, he will convince 


the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of | 


judgment. I have yet many things to say} 
unto you, but ye cannot bear them now: 

howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, 
he will guide you into all truth, &c. he shall 
not speak of himself, but, &c. he shall receive 
of mine, and show it unto you.—John xvi. 7, 
8. 12—14. 

They were not able to resist the wisdom| 
and spirit by which Stephen spake.—<Acts vi. 
10. 

The love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given 
unto us.—Rom. v. 5. 

If the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus 
from the dead dwell in you: he that raised 
up Christ from the dead, shall also quicken 
your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth 
in you, &c. If ye, through the Spirit, do 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God. Likewise the Spi- 
rit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know 
not what we should pray for as we ought: 
but the Spirit himself maketh intercession for 


ii. 18. vi. 18. Jude 20. 

That ye may abound in hope through the 
power of the Holy Ghost, &c. That the 
offering up of the Gentiles might be accept- 
able, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost, &c. 
To make the Gentiles obedient, &c. by the 
power of the Spirit of God.—Rom. xv. 13. 
16. 18, 19. 

Eye hath not seen, &c. but God hath re- 
vealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the 
Spirit searcheth all things, &c. The things 


God. Now we have received, &c. the Spirit 
of God, that we might know the things that 
are freely given to us of God.—1 Cor. ii. 
9—12., 

Such were some of you: but ye are wash- 
our God.—1 Cor. vi. 11. Titus iii. 5. 

No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghost. 
versities of gifts, but the same Spirit, &. 


every man to profit withal. 


us, &c.—Rom. viii. 11. 13, 14. 26, 27. Eph. | 


ed, but ye are sanctified, &c. by the Spirit of 


Now there are di- 


The manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
For to one is 


given by the Spirit, the word of wisdom, &c. 
But all these worketh that one and the self- 
same Spirit, dividing to every man severally, 
as he will, &c. By one Spirit we are all 
baptised into one body.—1l Cor. xii. 3, 4. 
7J—11. 13. 

Ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle 
of Christ, ministered by us, written not with 
ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; 
not in tables of stone, but in fleshly tables of 
the heart, &c. But we all with open face, 
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the same image, from glory 
to glory, even as by the Spirit cf the Lord 
(or of the Lord, the Spirit).—2 Cor. iii. 3. 18. 

We, through the Spirit, wait for the hope 
of righteousness by faith.—Gal. v. 5. 22. 

Through him we both have an access by 
one Spirit unto the Father.—Eph. ii. 18. 

The mystery of Christ, which in other 
ages was not made known unto the sons of 
men, as it is now revealed, &c. by the Spirit, 
&c. | bow my knees unto the Father, &c. 
| that he would grant you, &c. to be strength- 
lened with might by his Spirit in the inner 
man.—Eph. iii. 4, 5. 14. 16. 

Who declared unto us your love in the 
Spirit.—Col. i. 8. 
| Our gospel came not unto you in word 
only, but also in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost, &c. And ye became py of us, 
and of the Lord.—1 Thess. i. 5, 6. 

God hath from the inelinien chosen you 
to salvation, through sanctification of the Spi- 
rit, and belief of the truth.—2 Thess. ii. 13. 

That good thing which was committed unto 
thee, keep by the Holy Ghost, which dwell- 
eth in us.—2 Tim. i. 14. 

He saved us by the washing of regenera- 
tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which 
he shed on us abundantly through Jesus 
Christ.—-Titus iii. 5, 6. Eph. v. 26. 

Elect, &c. through sanctification of the 
Spirit, unto obedience, &c. Seeing ye have 
purified your souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the brethren, 
&e.—1 Pet. i. 2. 22. 

But ye have an unction from the Holy One, 
and ye know all things. But the anointing 
which ye have received of him abideth in 
you, and ye need not that any man teach 
| yous but as the same anointing teacheth you 

| of all things, &c.—1 John ii. 20. 27. 


(To be continued.) 





For “‘ The Friend.” 
RICHARD CLARIDGE. 


Richard Claridge received a college edu- 


of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of} cation, and was ordained a priest, in 1672, in 


the king’s chapel at Westminster. The tes- 
timonial produced at,the time of his ordina- 
tion, declares that in matters of religion he 
hath not so far as we know, either held or 
taught any thing but what is exactly agreeable 
to the doctrine and discipline of the church of 
England, and well approved of the same. 
While he was rector of Peopleton, “ he studied 
hard for his sermons, and delivered them 
with a show of fervency and affection which 
was very taking with the auditory. He 
preached up repentance and regeneration, 
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and set them forth and recommended them 
to others in Scripture words and phrases, 
while he himself was a stranger to both, and 
an enemy to God by wicked works. He took 
the words of Christ and his apostles and put 
them into a method and form of his own de- 
vising- ‘This satisfied the people and was 
pleasing enough to them, because they were 
in the same state with himself, like priest, 
like people, making some outward show of 
religion, but possessing little or nothing of it 
in reality. Both were become vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened ; for while they professed to know 
God, in their actions they denied him, bring- 
ing forth works of the flesh, instead of the 
fruits of the Spirit, and contenting themselves 
with a name, without the nature of Chris. 
tianity. And such, as Richard Claridge has 
written from his own experience and observa- 
tion, was the condition of the parish priests, 
and their people generally in these parts. So 
that that confession which they used in their 
public service, ‘ We have erred and strayed | 
from thy ways, like lost sheep; ‘We have 
followed too much the devices of our own 
hearts,’ &c. as it suited exactly with their 
state, and was easy to be said over, being 
made ready for the mouth, of swearers, 
drunkards, adulterers, liars, the proud and 
covetous, so the following absolution, as cheap 
a thing as the confession, did contribute not 
a little to the emboldening of them in their 
sins—the priest pronouncing them absolved 
as penitents, within a few breaths after their 
customary confession.” As members of the 
church they must have been admitted by what 
is called Christian baptism, either sprinkling 
a little water in the face or dipping, when 
the ministers declared them children of God, 
and members of the church of Christ. And | 
after confession, without any real a 




















they are considered prepared to take the sa- 
crament as they call it, a word not found in 
the Holy Scriptures. 

In this deplorable state Richard Claridge 
continued for many years, though not without 
the reproofs of the Holy Spirit, for his dis- 
obedience and that false worship which he 
was then in the performance of. He became 
at last deeply exercised under a sense of his 
manifold sins and offences, though then an 
acknowledged and approved preacher in the 
church, and day and night he was in per- 
plexity and horror, for fear of the justice of 
God; whose most holy laws he had trans- 
gressed, and thereby rendered himself an ob- 
ject of his wrath. After all his high profes- 
sion, sin now began to appear exceeding 
sinful to him, and his soul to be bound down 
under the load and burden of it. 

In this state he took a journey to London, 
hoping to receive consolation from the minis- 
try of some preachers there of great note. 
He went to the meetings of several denomi- 
nations. At one of them the text taken by 
Richard Baxter, a presbyterian preacher, he 
applied to himself, “ But the sons of Belial, 
shall be all of them as thorns thrust away, 
because they cannot be taken with hands; 
but the man that shall touch them must be 
fenced with iron, and the staff of a spear; 






THE FRIEND. 


and they shall be utterly burnt with fire in 


a testimony against many errors and corrup- 


the same place.” This increased his anguish | tions which he had seen in the church, and 
of mind, and he sought relief from the minis- | believing they approached nearer to the pri- 


ters of his own profession, but found them 
miserable comforters, physicians without balm 
to relieve wounded spirits. They spake words 
to his outward ears, but they wanted inward 
life and energy. From the text quoted by 
one of them, * Lord thou wilt ordain peace 
for us, for thou also hast wrought all our 
works in us,” he expected consolation to his 
drooping mind, but was disappointed and sur- 
prised to hear the preacher apply it to the 
changes in the nation produced by the Prince 
of Orange. At a meeting of the Independents, 
where the preacher took the passage for his 
text, “In whom we have redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins,” he 
was again disappointed—the man attempting 
to prove what portion of the blood shed, it was, 
through which the redemption was effected. 
He returned home, and applied himself se- 
riously to the work of repentance, and through 
the help of Divine grace, he reformed his con- 
versation and led a more sober and godly life. 
His understanding now became enlightened 
to see that many things in the doctrine, cere- 
monies and worship of the church would not 
bear the test of Holy Scripture. The order 
of bishops, priests, and deacons, as used by 
them, he became convinced were the appoint- 
ments of men, having nothing scriptural but 
the bare name. The authority of the chureh 
to abrogate rites and ceremonies; the prac- 
tice of baptising infants; the use of the sign 
of the cross in baptism; godfathers and god- 


mitive pattern, he soon joined himself to their 
| society, and was baptised according to their 
method. At the time of his baptism, as soon 
as he came out of the water, and had gone 
into the house, his wet clothes yet on him, a 
person came into the room and pulling off his 
hat, said, “ You are welcome, sir, out of one 
form into another.” These words struck him 
forcibly, and often returned with weight upon 
his mind. 

He however joined the baptists, and soon 
became a zealous preacher among them, mar- 
ried his third wife, and settied in London in 
1693, where he preached upwards of two 
|years. After resigning his station as a local 
preacher to the baptists, he officiated amongst 
them occasionally for a few months, and then 
| declined altogether. He then received two 
“calls” to take the office of an elder, but he 
| replied, that he had sought the Lord in the 
|case, and seriously examined himself, but 
could neither find inclination in his heart to 
accept, nor fitness in himself for so great a 
work. ‘That it was the desire of his soul to 
serve Christ and his people, but he did not 
see his way clear, and to do it in the station 
they desired him. He then received a pri- 
vate visit from some of the brethren, earnest- 
ly entreating him to accept the church’s call, 
and if not, by all means to take his commun- 
|ion with them. He replied that he could not ; 
that the Lord had shown him, that the very 
foundation of the baptist churches was out of 




















mothers; bowing at the name of Jesus; the| course, and there was a higher dispensation 
use of the surplice; consecrating bread and | than what they were under. Their dispensa- 
wine; prayer at consecrating the baptismal | tion was that of John, a lower dispensation, 
water ; the priest’s power to absolve sin; the| which was to vanish. But the dispensation 
pride, avarice, luxury, and looseness of the | of the Spirit, which is to continue, was higher. 
clergy ; forcing a maintenance by tithes, ap-| Here God teaches his people himself. Mate- 
peared to him to be anti-scriptural, and he | rial water, though administered after the pri- 
believed it to be his duty to renounce com-| mitive pattern, he saw could have no effect in 
munion with an establishment so corrupt and | changing the heart ; nor could bread and wine 
superstitious in her doctrine, worship, and| nourish the immortal soul. 
ceremonies. Many parts of the Holy Scrip-| He now began to withdraw from them, 
tures presented to his exercised mind which} though he found a serious remnant among 
confirmed him in his conclusions, yet he|them sounder in doctrine and holier in life 
found it no easy thing to comply with his/| than those of the national way, yet they were 
convictions. Honour and interest lay at| far short of that purity which characterized 
stake. It was hard to part with a good liv-|the first Christians. In answer to his desire 
ing and settled income, and depend upon Pro-|to find out and walk with a people whose 
vidence for a future supply. He had been) ministry, worship, and discipline were in all 
well approved for wisdom and judgment as a | things conformable to the apostolic prescrip- 
minister near twenty years, and to subject! tions, the Lord who raised this desire in him, 
himself to be accounted a fool by those who | caused his divine light to shine more and more 
held him in honour, was no light matter. | into his soul, and by its gradual manifestations 
Many doubts and fears arising in his mind, | led him to his holy hill, and heavenly taber- 
his supplications were put up to the Lord|nacle, to Christ Jesus in his spiritual appear- 
for strength and deliverance, and at length,|ance, by his grace and holy Spirit in the 
through grace he was enabled to obey the|heart. Here he found him whom his soul 
heavenly call, and following the directions of| desired, the living Rock, the sure foundation, 
the Spirit of Truth, according to the measure | the chief corner of the spiritual building. In 
then manifested to him, he voluntarily quitted | this state of mind he entered upon a serious 
his parochial charge and tithe revenue. enquiry into the principles and practices of 
For a considerable time before his resigna- | the people scornfully called Quakers, and 
tion of membership and his ministry in the| found them to be called, gathered, and con- 
church of England, he had contracted an ac-| stituted in church society according to the 
quaintance with several leading men among|Holy Scriptures. Upon this he frequented 
those baptists who hold particular election and | their meetings, where he met with the satis- 
final perseverance. Perceiving that they bore | faction his soul had long sought after. Their 
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ministry he found lively and edifying, their 
meetings attended with the Lord’s heavenly 
presence, ministering consolation and refresh- 
ment to weary and waiting souls. 

Describing his own situation, he says, “ I 
was high in notion, and full of imaginations | 
and reasonings, and abounded with words; but | 
as I came to be still before the Lord, so I came’ 
to hear his voice, and to give up in obedience | 
to his word. The Lord brought me to lay| 
aside all creeds, articles, and confessions of | 
faith, drawn up in the fallen wisdom of man, 
and all notions I had learned from the study | 
of the letter of the Scriptures. Yea, I be- | 
came as one dead to chapter and verse, even | 
as a fool, that I might be made wise. For | 
the Lord stript me of all my old jewels and 
ornaments, wherewith I was wont to deck my- | 
self, and enabled me to part with those large | 
possessions, wherein I took delight and plea- | 
sure. Now asI came to be stript and emp- | 
tied of my own enjoyments, and to have a} 
hunger and thirst after the true riches, the 
wisdom and righteousness of God, so the Lord | 
had a regard to the desires he had raised in| 
my soul, and began to open his bountiful hand, | 
and to fill the hungry with his good things, | 
and to teach me his judgments. And so [| 
came to receive the law at his mouth, and to! 
mind his inspirations, which alone give under- | 
standing. And as he opened my understand- | 
ing, I came to understand the Scriptures, and 
the glorious things recorded therein. __ 8. 








For “ The Friend.” 
FRIENDS’ READING-ROOMS. 


I have no doubt that the reading-room as- 
sociation, which has existed in this city for 
the past eighteen months, originated in a sin- | 
cere desire of its founders for the religious 
and moral preservation of the youth of our 
Society in this city, and especially for that 
interesting portion of them who have no pa- 
rental roof to resort to. Those who have 
frequented the rooms opened and fitted up by 
its managers are, no doubt, convinced that 
the institution, if properly cherished, is calcu- | 
lated to promote this desirable object. ‘They 
must see that the facilities offered for social 
intercourse are considerable, and that those 
of the youth who incline to improve their 
minds by the perusal of useful books, or culti- 
vate an acquaintance with the productions of 
nature, have an opportunity of doing so under 
circumstances favourable to the preservation 
of their morals, and in a manner not offered 
by any institution among the Society of 
Friends. It is pleasant to learn that a con- 
siderable number of the junior members of 
Society avail themselves of the opportunities 
of improvement and social intercourse thus 
afforded, but the number is by no means as 
large as was expected or that the rooms could 
accommodate. The indifference manifested 
by many to this concern, I should hope did 
not proceed from a disregard to the improve- | 
ment of their minds, or a reluctance to cuiti- | 
vate an acquaintance with members of their | 
own religious Society. It cannot be that the | 
numerous class of young men who are located 
in our city without any near relatives, can | 


prefer the company of the youth of other so- 
cieties, or of no religious society, or can find 
pleasure in those places of resort, so numer- 
ous here, of the pernicious and corrupting 
tendency of which their kindest friends and 
nearest connections have so frequently warned 
them. If, however, there are any of this de- 
scription, and who may have been led into such 
habits in consequence of having no friends’ 
houses to resort to, or notice taken of them, 
let me remind them they can have no such 
excuse now. Your friends perceiving the 
temptations you were subject to, have estab- 
lished an institution which they have fondly 
hoped would stand, in some degree at least, 
in the place of a father’s home to you; to 
this they invite you ; they offer for your use | 
the best literature of the age; they have laid | 
before you a respectable collection of the 
products of nature and of art for your examin- 
ation ; and, moreover, they offer you the so- | 
ciety of individuals professing the same reli- | 
gious faith.* What stronger evidence could | 
you desire of their solicitude to induce you | 
to renounce improper company, and the pur- | 
suit of those things which sooner or later, if| 
persisted in, result in discredit to yourselves | 
as men, and total ruin as Christians ? | 

Upon those who were the original pro- 
moters of this concern, and others who de- | 
sire the welfare of the rising generation, the | 
usefulness of it greatly depends. The lively 
interest manifested at the primary meetings | 
was confidently calculated upon to carry it on | 
and sustain it; while I do not believe that | 
interest has subsided, I am constrained to ac- | 
knowledge it has not been manifested by that | 
individual attention, so absolutely necessary | 
to produce the benefits which might be ex- 
pected to result from the social mingling of | 
the old with the young, and the interchange 
of sentiment which would be a necessary con- | 
sequence of it. No one can donbt that oppor- | 
tunities might be afforded, if such an inter- | 
course was cultivated, of strengthening the | 
religious principles of some, fostering the | 
good resolutions of others, and producing im.- | 
pressions which might be remembered for) 
good to the latest period of life. 
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D. 


An Epistle of Counsel from the Yearly Meet- | 
ing of Friends, held in Baltimore, by ad-| 
Jjournments from the 31st of the tenth month, | 
to the 3d of the eleventh month, inclusive, | 
1836. 

To our Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, and the | 

Members composing them. 


Dear Friends,—Having in the course. of| 


this, our annual assembly, through the “ re-| | 


newings of the Holy Ghost,” become baptised 
into a living exercise for the good of the| 
churech—and remembering the duty which is} 
ours to watch over and help one another in| 
love—we are drawn to address you in the} 





*In addition to the inducements which have been 
enumerated, I am pleased to learn that the managers 
ave enlarged the room heretofore appropriated for | 
conversation, and design to prepare it for tho delivery 
of lectures on subjects calculated to interest and in- 
struct, to which females it is expected will be admitted. 











language of Christian concern, desiring that 
you may become built up in Him in all things, 
who is the Head, even Christ. We put you 
in mind, dear Friends, that in order to expe- 
rience this, the heart must be given up to 
serve the Lord in sincerity—waiting for his 
appearing in the Spirit in which he manifests 


himself to be “ the Lord our Judge—the Lord 


our Lawgiver—and the Lord our King.” 

In turning our attention at this time to a 
consideration of the state of Society within 
our limits, as presented to us by the answers 
to the queries, we have experienced the 
mingled feelings of satisfaction and pain. Of 
satisfaction, under the hope that however 
small may be our number, there is a remnant 
among us concerned for “the law and the 
testimony,”—desiring to serve the Lord and 
his cause—* preferring Jerusalem to their 
chief joy.” Of pain, because of the deficien- 
cies that are still apparent amongst us. 

Our minds have been particularly engaged 
in a view of the all-important and indispens- 
able duty of divine worship, and of the strong 
obligation which rests upon us to its diligent 
performance. We are bound, dear Friends, 
to “ acknowledge the Lord in all our ways,” 
and this we are assured we cannot do, while 
we forsake the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether, to wait upon him. “It is written 
thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve.” ‘The perform- 
ance of this reasonable service is fraught 
with so much benefit, and involves so many 
encouraging considerations, that we cannot 
but earnestly desire that none may in the 
least degree fall short in attention to it. Let 
us remember the language of Holy Scripture, 
“ They that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength.” ‘To those who love him as 
we are directed—with all the heart, and all 
the soul, and all the mind, and all the strength 
—this will ever be regarded as a delightful 
engagement. It is to such that the declara- 
tion of the blessed Redeemer applies, (equally 
true whether in reference to the few or to the 
many) “ where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in my name, there am I in the midst 


,of them.” In such an assembly that divine 


power is known to prevail which is bread to 


the hungry and water to the thirsty soul. We 


earnestly desire that under a solemn convic- 
tion of the necessity and profit of thus pre- 
senting ourselves before the Lord, our dear 
Friends every where may be faithful in. the 
performance of so reasonable a service : culti- 


|vating in themselves that spirit of devotion 


which would prompt them to say with the 
Psalmist—* I was glad when they said unto 
me, let us go into the house of the Lord.” 

As you are concerned to cherish these feel- 
ings you will become more and more enlarged 
in that love to the brethren, which so much 
“ becomes our Christian profession.” Let us 
never forget that this is the badge of disci- 
pleship. ‘“ By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples,” said our blessed Lord, 
“if ye love one another.” ‘To do this “ fer- 
vently” is alike our duty and our privilege. 
It is essential to our own individual happi- 
ness, and is so heavenly in all its effects, that 
we cannot but ardently desire its prevalence 
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and growth among our members. We be- 
seech you, therefore, dear Friends, that as ye 
have in a measure abounded in this grace— 
increase in it more and more—endeavouring 
to exemplify in yourselves that divine charity 
which the apostle so beautifully describes, 
when he says, “ Charity suffereth long and is 
kind—charity thinketh no evil: rejoiceth not 
in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth: beareth 
all things—believeth all thing—hopeth all 
things—endureth all things.” This charity 
as it never fails—so it is “ the fulfilling of the 
law.” As it is not apt to commit offence it- 
self, so it is tender of receiving a report con- 
cerning the offences of others. “It back- 
biteth not with the tongue—neither doeth 
evil to a neighbour, ner taketh up a reproach 
against a neighboug,” It avoids “ tale-bear- 
ing” and “ detraction” with scrupulous fideli- 
ty. When a brother or sister is overtaken 
in a fault, those who are governed by it, 
seek to restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness, considering themselves lest they 
also should be tempted. We beseech you, 
therefore, Friends, that ye cherish among 
yourselves this heavenly grace. ** Dwell in 
love,” for be assured that he only “ who 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God and God 
in him.” 

We have been led, on the present occasion, 
into a renewed desire for the support of those 
peculiar testimonies which we have always 
found it our duty to maintain. 
monies, dear Friends, are testimonies of truth ; 
they have their foundation and obligation in 
the law of righteousness. The Gospel teaches 
us to “ have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather to reprove 
them.” This injunction can only be obeyed 
as we uphold, by our example and precept, 
that simplicity of attire, and language, and 
behaviour, which so adorned our worthy an- 
cestors, and marked them as self-denying fol- 
lowers of a crucified Lord. Their “ mode- 


the love of God. We greatly desire, dear 


These testi- | 











| 
} 
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THE FRIEND. 


The duty which is enjoined upon us to cul- 
tivate in ourselves and families a love for the 
Holy Scriptures, and diligently to peruse 
them, has enlisted our feelings. We entreat 
you,-dear Friends, to “ give attention to read- 
ing” in this way ; “ for whatsoever was writ- 
ten aforetime was written for our learning, 
that we, through patience and comfort of the 
Scripture, might have hope.” We would 
encourage among you the practice of reading | 
the sacred volume in a family capacity. Let | 
nothing hinder you from observing this course. 
Choose suitable times for the discharge of| 
this important duty ; be weighty in the per- 
formance ; remember that ‘all Scripture is | 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable | 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and | 
for instruction in righteousness, that the man | 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished | 
unto all good works.” Ask yourselves what | 
is the nature and force of the charge deliver- | 
ed by the Lord, through Moses, to the people | 
of Israel—* And thou shalt teach these things | 
diligently unto thy children.” We believe | 
that a blessing would attend your sincere en- 
deavours in this way to train up your offspring | 
“in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” | 

The well-being of this interesting portion 
of society has at this season claimed our re- | 
newed attention. Greatly do we wish that 
parents may withhold nothing in their power | 
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help to administer our discipline in all its fea- 
tures. Put your dependence, dear Friends, 
on the Lord and his power. Ask of him 
counsel and might to enable you to discharge 
your duty; then you shall know him to be a 
helper indeed—* a spirit of judgment to them 
that sit in judgment, and strength to them 
that turn the battle to the gate.” 

Finally, dear friends of every class, “ put 
on the whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to stand in the evil day, and, having 
done all, to stand: stand, therefore, having 
your loins girt about with truth, and having 
on the breast-plate of righteousness, and your 
feet shod with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace ; above all, taking the shield of 
faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench 
all the fiery darts of the wicked: “and may 
the peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, rule in your hearts and minds, 
through Christ Jesus.” 

Signed on behalf of the meeting, 

Hvuen Baperston, 
Clerk this year. 


THE PLAGUE OF FLIES. 

“ We cannot,” says Bruce, “ read the his- 
tory of the plagues which God brought upon 
Pharaoh by the hands of Moses, without be- 
ing struck with a singularity, a very principal 
one, which attended this plague of the fly. It 


calculated to promote their religious advance- | was not till this time, and by means of this 
ment ; that they seek their mental improve-| insect, that God said he would separate his 


ment in such a way as that they may not be | 
unnecessarily exposed to the power of a cor- | 
rupt example, or an influence opposed to the | 


people from the Egyptians. And it would 
seem, that then a law was given to them, that 
fixed the limits of their habitation. It is well 


|simplicity of our Christian profession. To | known that the land of Goshen, the possession 
| do this we affectionately recommend that our | of the Israelites, was a land of pasture, which 
dear youth may be, as far as practicable,|was not tilled or sown, because it was not 


| placed “ for tuition under the charge of teach- | overflowed by the Nile. 
Where this, 


j 


ers in membership with us.” 


But the land over- 
flowed by the Nile was the black earth of the 


‘cannot be done, it is our heartfelt desire that | valley of Egypt; and it was here that God 
| parents may bear in mind the peculiar advan- | confined the flies; for, he says, it shall be a 
| tages and safety which attend the education | sign of this separation of the people, which he 
ration was known unto all men.” ‘The love | of children (though it should prove limited) | had then made, that not one fly should be seen 
of the world gave place in their hearts to | under the paternal roof. i 


We have felt a concern on their behalf at 


|in the sand or pasture-ground, the land of Go- 
| shen ; and this kind of soil has ever since been 


Friends, that herein you may imitate them,|this time beyond what words can express.|the refuge of all cattle emigrating from the 
remembering, both for your encouragement | Dear children, and you our beloved young| black earth to the lower part of Atbara. 
and warning, the declaration of Christ—*“ He | Friends, we feel a solicitude for you in that| Isaiah indeed says, that the fly shall be in all 
that confesseth me before men, him will I also| love which looks to the promotion of your | the desert places, and consequently, the sands; 
confess before my Father and the holy angels; | temporal and eternal welfare. We address yet this was a particular dispensation of Pro- 
but he that denieth me before men, him will| you in the language of “The Preacher :”— | vidence, to answer a special end, the desola- 
I also deny before my Father and the holy |“ Remember now thy Creator in the days of tion of Egypt, and was not a repeal of the 
angels.” ‘ Be content with such things as ye thy youth;” fear the Lord and do good. | general law, but a confirmation of it; it was 


have.” 


Seek no more of temporal posses-| Such a course will not only prove your pre-|an exception for a particular purpose, and a 


sions than you can acquire and enjoy with| servation and happiness in this world, but | limited time.—Jsaiah vii. 18,19. This insect 
the approbation of the Lord. “ For what is| your everlasting peace in the world to come. |is called Zimb, in modern or vulgar Arabic. 
a man profited if he shall gain the whole|It will gladden the hearts of your elder|It is in size very little larger than a bee, of a 
world and lose his own soul?” * Let your | Friends, who are deeply interested in you, | thicker proportion, and the wings, which are 
light, therefore, so shine among men, that | and “ who have no greater joy than to behold | broader than those of a bee, are placed scpa- 


others, seeing your good works, may glorify 
your Father which is in heaven.” As this is 
your daily engagement, the influence of your 
circumspect walk and conversation will have 
a salutary influence on the minds of the peo- 
ple around you. They will mark the con- 
sistency of your conduct with your Christian 
profession, and will read in your example the 
moving invitation, “come and have fellow- 
ship with us, for our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.” 


| 





of the children walking in the Truth.” Cul- 
tivate a sobriety of conduct which is alike 
honourable to both young and old. Thus you 
shall be enabled not only to work out your 
own salvation, (a thing of unspeakable mo- 
ment,) but to take the vacant places in the 
church of those who have gone and those who 


jrate, like those of a fly; they are of pure 
| gauze, without colour or spot upon them ; the 
| head is large, the upper jaw or lip is sharp, 
|and has at the end of it a strong pointed hair 
| of about a quarter of an inch long ; the lower 
jaw has two of these pointed hairs, and this 
pencil of hairs, when joined together, makes 


must soon go from works to blessed rewards. | a resistance to the finger nearly equal to that 

A concern has likewise been revived among | of a strong hog’s bristle. Its legs are serrat- 
us at this time, that the hands of our brethren/|ed in the inside, and the whole covered with 
and sisters may be strengthened through holy | brown hair, or down. It has no sting, though 
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it seems to be rather of the bee kind; but its | 


THE FRIEND. 





fastened upon my mind induced the wish that 


motion is more rapid and sudden than that of|the gifted author had, as he has sometimes 
the bee, and resembles that of the gadfly in|done, “ pointed to brighter worlds,” and 


England. 
the sound or buzzing of this insect. It is a 
jarring noise, together with a humming, pro- | 
ceeding, probably, from a vibration made with 
the three hairs at its snout. 

“As soon as this plague appears, and its) 
buzzing is heard, all the cattle forsake their | 
food, and run wildly about the plain, till they | 
die, worn out with fatigue, fright, and hunger. 


There is something particular in | musing thus, 


“ The minstrel verse spontaneous came.” 
Vervs. 
THE DEATH OF THE FLOWERS. 


The melancholy days are come, the saddest of the year, 

Of wailing winds and naked woods, and meadows 
brown and sear, 

Heaped in the hollows of the grove the withered leaves 
lie dead, 


No remedy remains but to leave the black | They rustle to the eddying gust, and to the rabbit's 


earth, and to hasten down to the sands of At- 
bara; and there they remain while the rains | 


tread ; 


| The robin and the wren are flown, and from the shrub 


the jay, 


last, this cruel enemy never daring to pursue | Ang from the wood-top calls the crow thro’ all the 


them further. The camel, emphatically call- | 
ed by the Arabs, ‘the ship of the desert,’ | wy 
though of great size and strengh, and with | 


gloomy day. 


here are the flowers—the fair young flowers that 
lately sprang and stood, 


his body covered with a thick skin, defended | In softer light and brighter airs a beauteous sister- 


with strong hair, yet still he is not capable 


| hood ?— 


to sustain the violent punctures the fly makes | Alas! they all are in their graves—the gentle race of 


with his pointed proboscis. He must lose no 


time in removing to the sands of Atbara ; for, | 


when once attacked by this fly, his body, 
head, and legs, swell out into large bosses, 
which break and putrefy, to the certain de- 
struction of the creature. 

«« Even the elephant and rhinoceros, who, 
by reason of their enormous bulk, and the 
vast quantity of food and water they always 


need, cannot shift to desert and dry places as | 


the season may require, are obliged to roll 
themselves in mud or mire, which, when 


dry, coats them over like armour, and enables | 


them to stand their ground against this wing- 
ed assassin: nevertheless, many of them are 
covered with tubercles, in consequence of its 
attacks.” 

Bryant says, “ The land of Goshen was a 


tongue-like piece of land, where the Nile first | 


divided at a place called Cercasora. Said, 
or Upper Egypt, lay above ; and Mesre, or 
Lower Egypt, was in a line downward. No- 


flowers 


| Are lying in their lowly beds with the fair and good 

of ours. 

| The rain is falling where they lie, but the cold Novem. 
ber rain 

|Calls not from out the gloomy earth the lovely ones 
again. 


| The wind-flower and the violet, they perished long ago, 

The brier-rose and the orchis died amid the summer 
glow, 

But on the hill the golden-rod, and the aster in the 

wood, 

| And the yellow sunflower by the brook in autumn 
beauty stood, 

Till fell & frost from the clear cold heaven, as falls the 
plague on men, 

And the brightness of their smile was gone from up- 
land, glade and glen. 


days will come, 
To call the squirrel and the bee from out their winter 
home— 
| When the sound of dropping nuts is heard, tho’ every 
| leaf is still, 
| And twinkle in the smoky light, the waters of the rill, 
| The south wind searches for the flowers whose fra- 
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By accounts received from a correspondent, 
we are informed that North Carolina Yearly 
Meeting concluded on the 11th ult.; the 
various sittings of which were characterized 
by Christian condescension and brotherly 
harmony ; “ It appeared from the report of 
the trustees of the boarding school, that the 
buildings are in such a state of forwardness 
that there is a probability the school may be 
opened the next spring. The African race 
continue to claim the serious attention of the 
meeting, and endeavougs are still making to 
get away such as still Femain under the care 
of the meeting ; there have been about forty- 
five sent away during the past year, and 
about one hundred and forty remain, many of 
whom are aged and infirm.” 


In our account of the recent Yearly Meet- 
ing at Baltimore, it will be recollected, that 
reference was made to an epistle of advice to 
its subordinate meetings and members. Hayv- 
ing since been furnished with a copy, we have 


‘inserted it to-day. 


thing but a miracle could have preserved this | grance late he bore, 

intermediate land from flies, which swarmed And sighs to find them in the wood and by the stream 

both above and below.”—Elucidations of the| 9° Mor® 

Sacred Volume. And then I think of one, who in her youthful beauty 

died, 

The fair, meek blossom that grew up and perished by 
my side; 

I venture, perhaps somewhat presumptu- | In the cold moist earth we laid her when the forest cast 

ously, to suggest through this medium an| the leaf, 


additional stanza to some justly admired lines | And we wept that one so lovely should have a life so 
by Bryant, on “ The Death of the Flowers.” | ., brief; ; 
Poets and moralists in all ages of the world, | Yet ee it was that one like that young friend 
have with equal felicity and power, directed | go gentle ‘and so beautiful, should perish with the 
the attention of man to the decaying foliage| _ flowers. 

of autumn-and the desolation of winter, as | 

emblematical of his own doom ; but a more | But when the vernal sun shall shine, and falls the vernal 
cheering philosophy has ofttimes taught them | rain, 

to point him also to the bursting chrysalis | The bright and beanteous race of flowers will spring 
and the opening spring. It seems to me an} and bloom again; re 
inversion of the great moral of nature for the | Fe ene ee ae pearl 
sons of song to leave their readers weeping | "at 2: Cee ? — 
in sentimental sorrow over the fallen leaf Beneath a genial influence mild their ransomed spirits 
and the faded flower, and, instead of throw- | 
ing open the mental casement to admit the 
light of day, forsake them whilst brooding in 
pagan darkness over the charnel house and pas ; ? 
the sepulchre. After perusing the lines to renee at Friends’ meeting, Woodstown, New 


B z “tae rsey, on the 9th ultimo, Bropte Reeves, of Glouces- 
which I have alluded, in the course of a soli- ter county, to Saran, eldest daughter of Paul Scull, of 
tary ride, the melancholy impressions which | the former place. 


For ‘‘ The Friend.” 


— | 
| 


| 
And now when comes the calm mid-day, as still such 


Added stanza, 


rise, 
To realms where God himself shall wipe the tear-drop 
from their eyes. 





FRIENDS’ READING-ROOMS. 


We are requested to state that Dr. J. Pan- 
coast has consented to deliver to the visiters 
at these rooms, a short course of lectures on 
Physiology. The subject will be treated un- 
der the following general divisions : 

The Bones, or the natural frame-work of 
the system. 

The Muscles and Joints. 

The Nervous System, consisting of the 
brain, the spinal marrow, and the nerves. 

The External Senses, viz. hearing, smell, 
taste, touch, and sight. 

The Nutritive Organs and Function of 
Digestion. 

The Respiratory Organs and Function of 
Respiration. 

The Heart, and Organs of Circulation. 

The great importance of a clear under- 
standing of the nature of the various fune- 
tions of the human system is acknowledged 
by all; and we cannot doubt that the course 
will be highly interesting and instructive. 

The lower room having undergone some 
alteration to render it more commodious as 
an occasional lecture-room, the lectures will 
be delivered in the first floor, and will com- 
mence this evening at half past seven o'clock. 
Each person entitled to the privileges of the 
rooms, will be at liberty to introduce a female 
acquaintance. 

~~ 2 

The committee to superintend the Board- 
ing School at Westtown, will meet in Phila- 
delphia, on sixth day, the 9th instant, at three 
o'clock, P. M. 

Tuomas Kimnuer, Clerk. 


It is but right to mention that the above 
notice, or one of similar import, was handed 
to the editor in time, and ought to have been 
inserted last week. 
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